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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KUALA LUMPUR 3344 
FOR SECRETARY BERGLAND FROM CHARGE 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP, EAGR (BERGLAND, ROBERT) 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY BERGLAND'S VISIT TO MALAYSIA 

I URGE YOU TO RECONSIDER DECISION NOT TO DELAY YOUR 
DEPARTURE FROM KUALA LUNPUR TO MANILA TO MEET WITH DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER MAHATHIR, WHO CANNOT MEET YOU UNTIL 
11:30 A.M. FRIDAY, JUNE 7 BECAUSE OF A LONG-STANDING 
COMMITMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA (HE IS ALSO MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION). MAHATHIR IS A KEY FIGURE IN MALAYSIA'S 
DOMINANT POLITICAL PARTY AS WELL AS IN THE GOVERNMENT. I 
AM SURE YOUR STAFF HAS BRIEFED YOU ON OUR POTENTIAL 
PROBLEMS WITH MALAYSIA OVER VEGETABLE OILS (MALAYSIA IS 
THE WORLD'S LARGEST EXPORTER OF PALM OIL). FURTHERMORE, 

YOU WILL BE THE FIRST CABINET MEMBER FROM THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION TO COME HERE. IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, YOU 
SHOULD ALTER YOUR SCHEDULE TO SEE MAHATHIR. 

DILLON 
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